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Table 1: God’s judgement in the Old Testament 

In an example not shown on the chart, Jonah was God’s 
witness to the city of Nineveh. God’s salvation came as a 
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God’s 
witness
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through 
Faith

Judgement

Flood When the 
ark was 
being 
built

Noah Noah and 
his family 
on the ark

The flood

Sodom  
and 
Gomorrah

Abraham 
pleads 
with God

Abraham 
and Lot

Lot and 
his family 
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Sodom

Fire from 
heaven

Egyptian 
firstborn

Previous 
plagues 
and 
Moses’ 
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Moses 
and 
Aaron

Israelite 
homes 
marked by 
lamb’s 
blood

Angel

Canaan Israel’s 40 
years in 
the 
desert

Israel Rahab 
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family

Joshua’s 
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since 
they 
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against 
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Israel None 
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Saul’s 
army
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Table 2: God’s judgement in the New Testament 

2 Peter 3:9 
The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as 
some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. 
He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants 
everyone to repent. 

We have been given time to repent and turn to God. Just 
as we saw in the Old Testament, where there were one or 
two witnesses each time to the salvation that was being 
offered, we now have Jesus Christ and the thousands of 
people who stand to give their testimony to his work and 
love. Christians are present now in the world as 
witnesses to God’s truth and love. There is no excuse; 
God is continuing to give everyone the opportunity to 
come to him.  

2 Corinthians 2:14 
But thank God! He has made us his captives and 
continues to lead us along in Christ’s triumphal 
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God’s 
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Faith
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patient

Jesus 
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When 
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‘Christian nation’ in that there were more Christians than 
any other group. There are theological problems with the 
idea of a ‘Christian nation’, but we’ll leave that for another 
book. 

In 1991, 74% of Aussies said they were Christian. The 
‘other religions’ had risen to 2.6% and the ‘no religion’ 
group had jumped to 12.9%. 

Then, last year in 2016, Christianity was down to 52.1% 
in Australia. ‘Other religions’ had more than tripled up to 
8.2%, and ‘no religion’ had almost tripled to 30.1% (Table 
1).35 

Table 1 

In Australia, there is a growing number of people who 
consider themselves as having no religion. They either 
answer ‘no religion’ in the census or they skip the 
question entirely. Around 10% of Aussies each census 
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Table 2 

WHAT MAKES SOMEONE A 
CHRISTIAN? 
For Christians, it is not just marking the name ‘Christian’ 
on the census that makes someone a Christian. It also 
isn’t just having a Judeo-Christian heritage that helps to 
shape their decisions. It isn’t just that they pray once a 
week and it isn’t just that they attend a church service 
once a month. Those three things together often come 
out of a deeper reality though, that they have accepted 
who Jesus Christ is and are following him with their life. 
That is what makes a Christian a Christian - inviting 
Jesus into your life to be your Saviour and your Lord. 
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17 

END NOTES 

As we said in the introduction, this book is a product of 
our church community and of the wider Christian 
community. We had countless conversations with people 
in and around our church that proved valuable in putting 
this book together. Thank you to every single one of you. 
This book, and the teaching series that started it all, has 
been made so much more helpful and valuable because 
of your input. 
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We also drew from websites, books, DVDs and other 
resources. Wherever possible, we have referenced them 
here. 

WHAT ABOUT LIFE? 

1. You can find out more about Chloe’s Place at 
www.cairnspregnancyhelp.com.au 

2. This is from an email sent to us by Nat Cooksley, Co-
Founder and President of Chloe’s Place. 

3. You can contact Lifeline any time by calling 12 11 14, 
or by chatting online at lifeline.org.au, and you can 
contact Beyond Blue anytime by calling 1300 224 
636 or by chatting online at beyondblue.org.au. 

WHAT ABOUT THE BIBLE? 

4. Lee Strobel shared this testimony with the Gegrapha 
board during an meeting in Irvine, California in 2000, 
http://www.gegrapha.com/lee-strobel-makes-the-
case-for-christ/, accessed 12/12/2017 

5. Shane Claiborne, The Irresistible Revolution: Living 
as an Ordinary Radical, Harper Collins, 2006, page 5 
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WHAT ABOUT SCIENCE? 

6. Ard Louis during an interview with Karl Faase, 
Towards Belief DVD, Episode 7: Science & God, 
Olive Tree Media, http://www.olivetreemedia.com.au/
towards-belief/, accessed 12/12/2017 

7. Ard Louis, ibid. 

8. For an excellent video portrayal of this, watch 
Cosmic Eye, https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vBFqN7ptAAQ, accessed 12/12/2017 

9. John Lennox during an interview with Karl Faase, 
Towards Belief DVD, Episode 7: Science & God, ibid. 

10. John Polkinghorne during an interview with Karl 
Faase, Towards Believe DVD, Episode 7: Science & 
God, ibid. 

11. John Lennox, ibid. 

WHAT ABOUT JESUS? 

12. This was a quote from Stephen Drinkall at Churches 
of Christ in Queensland’s Centrifuge conference in 
June, 2017 
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13. John Dickson, The irreligious assault on the 
historicity of Jesus, http://www.abc.net.au/religion/
articles/2012/12/24/3660194.htm, accessed 
12/12/2017 

14. Paul L. Maier, Josephus: The Essential Works, Kregel 
Academic & Professional, 1995, Michigan: 269 

15. Julius Africanus, Extant Writings, XVIII in The Ante–
Nicene Fathers, ed. by Alexander Roberts and 
James Donaldson (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1973), 
vol. VI, p. 130, as cited in Gary R. Habermas, The 
Historical Jesus: Ancient Evidence for the Life of 
Christ, (Joplin, MO: College Press Publishing 
Company), 1996 

16. Cornelius Tacitus, The Annals, as cited in Complete 
Works of Tacitus, Alfred John Church, William 
Jackson Brodribb, Sara Bryant, edited for Perseus, 
(New York. : Random House, Inc. Random House, 
Inc.), reprinted 1942, http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/
hopper/text?
doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0078%3Abook%3
D15%3Achapter%3D44, accessed 12/12/2017 

17. Dr. Simon Gathercole, What is the historical evidence 
that Jesus Christ lived and died?, https://
www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/14/what-is-
the-historical-evidence-that-jesus-christ-lived-and-
died, accessed 12/12/2017 
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18. John Dickson, I’ll eat a page from my Bible if Jesus 
didn’t exist, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-10-17/
dickson-ill-eat-a-page-from-my-bible-if-jesus-didnt-
exist/5820620, accessed 12/12/2017 

19. Tim Costello, during a talk at Churches of Christ in 
Queensland’s Centrifuge conference in June, 2017 

20. Dr. Simon Gathercole, ibid. 

WHAT ABOUT VOTING? 

21. Scott J. Higgins, http://scottjhiggins.com/why-i-wont-
vote-my-values/, accessed 12/12/2017 

WHAT ABOUT MONEY? 

22.  Tony Payne, The Briefing, as quoted by Scott J. 
Higgins in The End of Greed, available from https://
baptistworldaid.org.au/resources/the-end-of-greed/, 
accessed 12/12/2017 

23. Tim Clemens, How Much Money Should A Christian 
Have?, http://www.capstoneliving.org/how-much-
money-christian/, accessed 12/12/2017 
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WHAT ABOUT GOD’S JUDGEMENT? 

24. Amy Orr-Ewing, How Can We Justify the Killing in the 
Old Testament?, http://enrichmentjournal.ag.org/
200804/200804_080_Killing_sb.cfm, accessed 
12/12/2017 

25. Paul B. Coulter, Old Testament Mass Killings, https://
www.bethinking.org/bible/old-testament-mass-
killings, accessed 12/12/2017 

WHAT ABOUT HOMOSEXUALITY? 

26. Tim Keller, What do Christians have against 
Homosexuality? Tim Keller at Veritas [8 of 11], 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZFCB9sduxQ, 
accessed 12/12/2017 

27. Lauren Winner, Still: Notes on a Mid-Faith Crisis, 
HarperOne, 2013, page 57 

28. Ravi Zacharias, Ravi Zacharias on the Christian View 
of Homosexuality #Apologetics, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPYRXop7aPA and 
HOMOSEXUALITY AND CHRISTIANITY - Ravi 
Zacharias Q & A, https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3394VTfKqGs, both accessed 12/12/2017 
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WHAT ABOUT SUFFERING? 

29. Jay Asher, Thirteen Reasons Why, Razorbill, 2007 
Show: Thirteen Reasons Why, created by Brian 
Yorkey, Netflix, 2017 

30. John Dickson, during an interview with Karl Faase, 
Towards Belief DVD, Episode 1: Suffering, Olive Tree 
Media, http://www.olivetreemedia.com.au/towards-
belief/, accessed 12/12/2017 

31. Greenleaf, Meaningful Survival, Season One, 
Episode Five, created by Craig Wright, Oprah 
Winfrey Network, Netflix, 2016 

WHAT ABOUT HEAVEN AND HELL? 

32. John Burke, Imagine Heaven: Near-Death 
Experiences, God’s Promises, and the Exhilarating 
Future That Awaits You, Baker Books, 2015 

33. Lee Strobel, in his endorsement of Imagine Heaven 
by John Burke, http://imagineheaven.net/, accessed 
12/12/2017 
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WHAT ABOUT OTHER RELIGIONS? 

34. Churches of Christ in Queensland, http://
www.cofc.com.au, accessed 12/12/2017 

35. These statistics are from the 2016 Australian Census, 
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/
mediareleasesbyReleaseDate/
7E65A144540551D7CA258148000E2B85?
OpenDocument, accessed 12/12/2017 

36. Australian Communities Survey 2016, http://
www.2016ncls.org.au/resources/downloads/
2016%20ACS%20Infographic%20Card%20Web%20
Flat.pdf, accessed 12/12/2017 

37. http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/martin-place-siege-
illridewithyou-hashtag-goes-
viral-20141215-127rm1.html, accessed 12/12/2017 

38. https://www.sbs.com.au/yourlanguage/punjabi/en/
article/2017/06/27/fastest-growing-religions-australia-
have-been-revealed, accessed 12/12/2017 
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